Here are the main alternatives to Windows 11 in 2026, depending on what you want
(privacy, gaming, familiarity, performance, etc.).

2 Best Alternatives to Windows 11 (2026)
1. Linux (Most popular replacement)
Linux is the #1 alternative to Windows today. It’s free, customizable, and runs well even on
older PCs.
Beginner-friendly Linux options
@ Linux Mint
e Mostrecommended for Windows users
¢ Looks and feels similar to Windows (taskbar, start menu, etc.)
e \Verystable and easy to use
e Excellent backup tools and update manager built-in
Best for:
e Everyday users
e Old or mid-range PCs
e Beginners

® Zorin 0S
e Designed specifically to mimic Windows
¢ Can switch between Windows-style and macOS-style layouts easily
o Great software compatibility via Ubuntu base
Best for:
¢ People who want the easiest Windows-like transition

@ Fedora Linux

¢ Modern and secure

e Used by developers and professionals

e Gets newer features faster than most Linux distros
Best for:

e Developers

e Power users

e Newer hardware



@ Peppermint OS
e Lightweight and fast
¢ Runswell on older hardware
e Familiar desktop environment
Best for:
e Old laptops and low-end PCs

@ KDE neon

e Modern and visually polished

e Highly customizable interface

¢ Based on Ubuntu with latest KDE desktop
Best for:

e Users who like customization and modern Ul

2. ChromeOS Flex (best for simplicity)
From Google
Pros:

e \Veryfast

e Simple and secure

e Great for web browsing and office work
Cons:

e Limited software support

e Not good for gaming or heavy apps
Best for:

e Basic users

e Old laptops

e Students



3. macOS (if you buy a Mac)
From Apple
Pros:
e Verystable
e Excellent performance
o Great creative software
Cons:
e Requires Apple hardware
e Expensive
Best for:
e Creative professionals
e People who want a premium system

4. BSD systems (advanced users)

Examples:

e FreeBSD

e GhostBSD
Pros:

e Extremely stable

e Strong privacy
Cons:

e Hardertouse

e Limited software compatibility
Best for:

e Advanced users

e Servers

& Quick recommendation chart
Your situation Best choice

Want easiest Windows replacement Linux Mint or Zorin OS

Want maximum privacy Linux Mint or Fedora
Want simple and fast ChromeOS Flex
Want best gaming support Linux Mint or Fedora
Have old computer Peppermint OS

Want premium experience macOS



My top recommendation (for most people)
Linux Mint — best overall balance of:

e Easytouse

e Stable

e Fast
e Familiarinterface



